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Is your wood dry?  
Take the moisture meter test.

Wet wood can create excessive smoke which is wasted fuel.  A moisture Wet wood can create excessive smoke which is wasted fuel.  A moisture 
meter that allows you to test the moisture level in the wood is provided.  
Properly dried wood should have a reading of 20% or less.  Dry 
wood creates hotter fires.  Hotter fires save wood - ultimately saving you 
time, money, and help to protect the environment.  Burn Wisely.

Keep all flammable household items - drapes, furniture, books, etc. - far away from the 
appliance.

Start fires only with newspaper, dry kindling and all natural organic fire starters.  Never 
start a fire with gasoline, kerosene, or charcoal starter.

Do not burn wet or green (unseasoned) logs.  These will cause creosote buildup that could 
lead to a chimney fire.

Do not use logs made from wax and sawdust.  If you use manufactured logs, choose those Do not use logs made from wax and sawdust.  If you use manufactured logs, choose those 
made from 100% compressed sawdust.

Build hot fires.  A smoldering fire is not a safe or efficient fire.

Keep the doors of your wood-burning furnace closed unless loading or stoking the live fire.  
Harmful chemicals, like carbon monoxide, can be released into your home. 

Regularly remove ashes from your DAKA wood-burning furnace into a metal container Regularly remove ashes from your DAKA wood-burning furnace into a metal container 
with a cover.  Store the container of ashes outdoors on a cement or brick slab (not a wood 
deck or near wood).

Keep a fire extinguisher handy.
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Refer to your owner’s manual for installation guidelines and operating instructions. 

Start a small fire with dry kindling then add a few pieces of wood at a time.

Give the fire plenty of air - fully open the air controls until the fire is roaring  and stack 
temperature is in the burn range. 

Burn the fire to heat the chimney or flue before adding more wood. 

Keep space between the firewood as you add more to the fire.  Large tightly stacked loads of Keep space between the firewood as you add more to the fire.  Large tightly stacked loads of 
wood may not be able to burn efficiently. 

Check for local burn bans and avoid wood furnace use while in effect. 

Avoid burning garbage, treated lumber, or saltwater driftwood.  Burning these items can 
damage your furnace and cause serious health issues. 

Check your chimney regularly and have your stove and chimney professionally inspected and 
serviced yearly.

A smoldering fire or smoke from the chimney are both signs that a fire needs more air or A smoldering fire or smoke from the chimney are both signs that a fire needs more air or 
your wood is too moist.  There is a difference between smoke and water vapor.  A good hot 
fire may produce some water vapor but very little smoke.
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